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From your pastor….. 
 
As we prepare for Easter this year, we will walk with Christ to the cross, following him in the last week of 
his life.   
 
This devotional is to help you grow your love for Christ and learn more what it means to “pick up your 
cross and follow me.” 
 
We encourage you to use this individually or as a family or small group. 
 
Each weekend lesson is tied to the sermon, with midweek lessons filling in the picture. 
 
Come walk with me to the cross! 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The gospel of Mark is kind of like a biographical documentary: it’s a collection of snapshots, movement 
and action.  Full of words such as “then,” “now,” and “immediately,” the story quickly moves from scene 
to scene.   
 
The narrator is telling about Jesus’ life with an almost a breathless “and, and, and….” that conveys action 
and excitement.  As we see lives changed, we also get a bigger and clearer picture of just who this person 
is and how our lives might be changed, too.   
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February 9/10   
By Design  Mark 8:31-38 
 
The Scene 
After Jesus’ death, his disciples were confused, surprised, and alarmed—yet he had clearly told them what 
was coming.  Up to this point in Mark’s documentary, Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables (Mk. 4:34) 
which he explained to his disciples later.  In chapter 8, he just asked the disciples who he is, and Peter 
answered the Christ or the Messiah. NOW he begins to speak to them “plainly,” openly, explicitly telling 
them what is to come. 
 
And…Action!  He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise 
again. 32He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  33But when 
Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. "Get behind me, Satan!" he said. "You do not 
have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  34Then he called the crowd to him along with his 
disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. 35For whoever wants to save his life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for 
the gospel will save it. 36What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 37Or 
what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 38If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's 
glory with the holy angels." 
 
 
Rewind 
*What did Jesus say we must do if we want to follow him? (v. 34) What might this look like in my life? 
*Like Peter, have I ever thought “this CAN’T be God’s plan”? (v. 32)  What are 3 or 4 things Jesus says 
in response? (33-38) 
*How would I answer Jesus’ question in verse 37, “What can a man give in exchange for his soul?” 
 
Respond 
Thank you that you have paid the exchange rate for my soul that I cannot pay.  Help me gladly pick up my 
cross and follow you wherever that leads. 
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February 11-15 
Transfigured Mark 9:2-10 
 
The Scene  
In Mark 8:29, right before Jesus predicted his death, Peter declared that Jesus is the Messiah.  NOW Peter 
sees Jesus’ glory and majesty with his own eyes. Peter never forgot that life-changing day when he and 
two others accompanied Jesus up a mountain.  He wrote:  We did not follow cleverly invented stories 
when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 
Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." 18We ourselves 
heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. (2 Peter 1:16-18) 
 
 
And…Action!  After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high 
mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3His clothes became 
dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4And there appeared before them 
Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.  

5Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah." 6(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)  
7Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom 
I love. Listen to him!"  
8Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.  
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had 
seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10They kept the matter to themselves, discussing 
what "rising from the dead" meant. 

 
 
Rewind 
*When Jesus was transfigured, what did he look like? (v. 3) What did the disciples hear from the cloud?  
(v.7)   
*How can we listen to him today? 
* Six days ago, Jesus “plainly” told them that he must be killed and after 3 days rise again.  Now when he 
tells them to be quiet about what they’ve seen until he has risen from the dead, they discuss what rising 
from the dead could mean. (v.10) What does it mean to me? 
 
Respond 
Thank you, God, that you sent your son whom you love to die and rise again for me.  Thank you that you 
call me your child whom you love.  Open my eyes to see your majesty, open my ears to listen to you, and 
help me to live in the transforming power of your victory over death. 
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February 16/17 
A King’s Welcome   Mark 11:1-11 
 
 
The Scene 
Jesus has told his disciples that he is the Messiah King.  NOW he plainly announces it to the people by 
fulfilling the prophecy of Zech. 9:9 
 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  
       Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  
       See, your King comes to you,  
       righteous and having salvation,  
       gentle and riding on a donkey,  
       on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
Seeing him, the people shout Ps. 11:26, 27:  O LORD, save us… Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the LORD.  
 
And…Action! As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you 
enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3If anyone 
asks you, 'Why are you doing this?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.' " 
4They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5some people 
standing there asked, "What are you doing, untying that colt?" 6They answered as Jesus had told them to, 
and the people let them go. 7When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on 
it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 
9Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,  
   "Hosanna!"  
   "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
 10"Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!"  
   "Hosanna in the highest!" 11Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked around at 
everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 
 
 
Rewind 
*How did the disciples get a donkey? (v. 6) Is there an area of my life where I need to trust God and obey 
him exactly? 
*The people spread a “red carpet” for the king: what was it made of? (v. 8) In the Old Testament, when 
Jehu announced he was the new king of Israel, the people threw down their cloaks under him to show his 
authority over them (2 Kings 9:13).  What do I need to throw down at Jesus’ feet to show his authority 
over me? 
 
Respond 
Thank you, Lord, that you are completely trustworthy and faithful.  Show me where I need to obey you.  
Help me make you king of all my life. 
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February 18-22 
The Infertile Fig   Mark 11:12-14 and 20-24 
 
 
The Scene 
In Luke 13:6-8, Jesus tells a parable about an unfruitful fig tree to teach the truth of Luke 13:5 “Unless 
you repent, you will perish.”  NOW Jesus teaches the same lesson about what will happen to a tree that 
looks green and fruitful but actually bears no fruit. 
 
And…Action!  The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13Seeing in the distance a 
fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, 
because it was not the season for figs. 14Then he said to the tree, "May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again." And his disciples heard him say it. 
     20In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21Peter 
remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!" 
     22"Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 23"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, 
throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it 
will be done for him. 
     24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be 
yours. 25And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your 
Father in heaven may forgive you your sins." 
 
Rewind 
*Sandwiched in the middle of this story about the fig is the narrative of Jesus clearing the Temple (our 
next lesson), showing that Jesus came to purify both individual and corporate worship.  Read Luke 13:5-
8.  
 
   “Unless you repent, you too will all perish."  
   6Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit 
on it, but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've 
been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the 
soil?'   
   8" 'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 9If it 
bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.' " 
 
*According to Luke 13:5-8, what happens to unfruitful trees? 
*What fruit does God see in my life?  Where do I need to repent? 
*Verse 25 teaches us that as we respond to God’s forgiveness, we forgive others. What would this look 
like in my life? 
 
 
Respond     
Thank you, Lord, that you forgive me.  Show me where I need to repent.  Help me to show others the 
forgiveness you have shown me. 
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February 23/24 
Cleaning House   Mark 11:12-18 
 
 
The Scene 
As the Jews prepared for Passover, they were busy cleaning house, ridding each home of yeast before the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread. People traveled from all over to the temple in Jerusalem for Passover. 
Because all who entered the temple needed to pay a temple tax and bring an offering, merchants were 
changing money and selling sacrifice animals.  Entering the Temple and seeing all this commerce in what 
should be a place of worship, Jesus NOW begins his massive housecleaning.  He did not come to destroy 
the temple, as some later accused him (Mark 14:57), but to purify it. 

And…Action!   

On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those who were buying and 
selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, 
16and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. 17And as he taught them, 
he said, "Is it not written:  
   " 'My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations?  But you have made it 'a den of robbers.'’” 

8The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they 
feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 

 
Rewind 
*Who did Jesus drive out of the temple?  Why? 
*Why were the religious leaders so threatened by this? 
*According to 1 Cor. 6:19, each one of us is the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your 
own. 
*What does Jesus need to drive out of my life to purify me?  Do I feel threatened, like the religious 
leaders, or amazed, like the crowd?  How can I become a temple of worship and prayer? 
 
 
Respond 
Thank you, Lord, that you want my love and worship. 
Help me to worship you with all my life.
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February 25-28 
Most Important    Mark 12:28-34 
 
 
The Scene 
After the “king’s parade” and Temple cleansing, Mark 11 and 12 give us several snapshots of Jesus’ 
interactions with people in the temple area.  Religious leaders of all kinds tried to trap him as they plotted 
to arrest him.  NOW a teacher of the law steps up with a most important question. 
 
And…Action! One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had 
given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?"  
   29"The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. 30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.' 31The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment 
greater than these." 
    32"Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other 
but him. 33To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to 
love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."  
   34When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of 
God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 
 
Rewind 
*What was the teacher’s question?  Do you think the question was asked as a “trap” or because the 
teacher really wanted to know?  Why? 
*The teacher asked for the most important commandment, but Jesus answered him by quoting two 
commandments: Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. (Deut. 6:4-5) "Do not seek revenge or bear 
a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.” (Lev. 19:18) 
Why did Jesus treat the two commandments as just one? How are they related?   
*What does it look like to love God with all your heart and soul and strength and love your neighbor as 
yourself?   
*Jesus says, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  What does he mean?  What would he say about 
me? 
 
Respond  Thank you, Lord, that you can answer all my questions.  Thank you that you embrace and 
welcome me as I come to you.  Fill me with love for you that overflows into love for everyone around me. 
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March 1/2 
Funeral Plans   Mark 14:1-9 
 
 
The Scene 
Two days before the Passover, Jesus visits Bethany, the hometown of Lazarus and his two sisters, where 
Mary once sat at his feet listening intently and Jesus praised her choice (Lk. 10:42). Perhaps when Jesus 
raised her brother from the dead (John 11), she really understood and saw Jesus as the Messiah, the 
Anointed One.  John tells us she is the one who NOW comes with expensive perfume to anoint the 
Anointed One (John 11:2, 12:3) 
 
And…Action!  Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the 
chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him. 2"But 
not during the Feast," they said, "or the people may riot."   
   3While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a 
woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and 
poured the perfume on his head.  
   4Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why this waste of perfume? 5It could 
have been sold for more than a year's wages and the money given to the poor." And they rebuked her 
harshly.  
   6"Leave her alone," said Jesus. "Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7The 
poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always 
have me. 8She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 
9I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be 
told, in memory of her."  
 
Rewind 
*Luke 23:55-56 tells us that after Jesus’ death, some of his followers prepared spices and perfume for his 
burial.  But by the time they got the tomb to anoint the body, he was gone!  However, this disciple 
anointed him before his death. Why? 
*Why did she break her expensive jar of perfume?  
*Some grumbled and called her gift a ____. What did Jesus call it?  
* What might I pour out in order to love Jesus lavishly?  What holds me back from loving Jesus with 
abandon? 
 
Respond  Lord, you are worthy of all praise.  Thank you that I can never praise you enough, or love you 
more than you deserve.  Increase my love for you and my desire to know you. 
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March 3-7 
Downward Spiral   Mark 14:10-11 
 
 
The Scene 
One of the 12 disciples, Judas Iscariot, was the keeper of the money and also a thief.  He complained 
about the extravagant waste of perfume poured out on Jesus (John 12:4-6).  NOW he determines to betray 
Jesus to the religious leaders. 
 

And…Action!  Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. 
11They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to 
hand him over. 

 
 
Rewind 
*Review Mark 14:4-11 (last lesson).  Judas hated thinking of how much could have been gained by 
selling that expensive perfume. He complained “indignantly.” Where did his grumbling lead?   
* Judas was known for “helping himself” to the money bag.  Perhaps he thought greed was “no big deal.”  
But James 1:14-15 says that our own evil desires entice us, then our desire gives birth to sin and sin gives 
birth to death.  Where in my life might I be stepping into a downward spiral by downplaying “little sins?”  
Remember the unfruitful fig tree and Jesus’ words of Luke 13:5, “Unless you repent, you will perish.” 
Are there areas of my life where I am numbing my conscience to His truth? 
 
Respond 
Lord, help me not to harden my heart to your truth.  Prick my conscience and help me obey.  Thank you 
that you provide escape and freedom from eternal punishment for sin. 
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March 8/9 
Last Meal   Mark 14:12-26 
 
The Scene 
God dramatically saved his people from bondage in Egypt with a promise to “Pass over” each house that 
had been marked by the blood of a sacrifice lamb (Exodus 12).  When He led them out of Egypt, he made 
a covenant with them: He would be their God and they would be his people.  They would celebrate the 
Passover every year and remember that He saved them from death.    
   God later said, “The time is coming when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel… It will 
not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them….This is the covenant I will 
make with the house of Israel … I will be their God, and they will be my people. ..For I will forgive their 
wickedness and will remember their sins no more." (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
   NOW as Jesus and his disciples share the Passover meal, Jesus announces the arrival of the new 
covenant predicted by Jeremiah. 
 
And…Action!  On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the 
Passover lamb, Jesus' disciples asked him, "Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to 
eat the Passover?"   
     13So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will 
meet you. Follow him. 14Say to the owner of the house he enters, 'The Teacher asks: Where is my guest 
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 15He will show you a large upper room, 
furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there." 
     16The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared 
the Passover.   
     17When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18While they were reclining at the table eating, 
he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me."   
     19They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, "Surely not I?"  
     20"It is one of the Twelve," he replied, "one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21The Son of Man 
will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better 
for him if he had not been born."  
     22While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, "Take it; this is my body." 
      23Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it.  24"This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many," he said to them. 25"I tell you the truth, I will not 
drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God."  
     26When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
Rewind 
*What did Jesus say the bread represents?  What did he say the cup represents?  What would the “blood 
of the covenant” mean to the disciples at the Passover meal?  Who does Jesus say it is poured out for? 
*Even as he announces the arrival of the new covenant, Jesus also announces a betrayal, showing us the 
unconditional nature of the new covenant: Jesus is faithful even when we are unfaithful. According to 
Jeremiah 31, who broke the old covenant?  What are the conditions of the new covenant?  How can we 
participate? 
 
Respond  Thank you, dear Lord, for being faithful when I am not, for forgiving me and remembering my 
sins no more.  Thank you for your sacrifice for me. 
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March 10-14 
The Hour of Truth   Mark 14:32-42 
 
 
The Scene  Like most Passover meals, this one ended with singing. Then Jesus and the disciples went to 
the Mount of Olives because Jesus wanted to pray.  NOW as he readies himself for tomorrow’s death, he 
desires time alone with His Father in prayer. 
 
And…Action!  They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I 
pray." 33He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and 
troubled. 34"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and 
keep watch." 
      35Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 
36"Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but 
what you will."  
      37Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to Peter, "are you 
asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? 38Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."  
     39Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40When he came back, he again found them 
sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him.       41Returning the third 
time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!" 
 
 
Rewind 
*As the time of his death approached, how did Jesus feel (v. 33)?  What did he pray?   
*What troubles and distresses me in my life?  Can I pray the same? 
*What did Jesus say when he found his disciples sleeping? (v. 38)  
*What temptations do I face? What should I do? 
 
Respond   
Thank you that you do not condemn me, but sympathize with me.  Thank you that I face no temptations 
that you haven’t also faced.  Help me to “watch and pray,” trusting you to carry all my burdens and meet 
all my needs. 
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March 15/16 
Trial by Error    Mark 14:53-65 
 
 
The Scene   The religious leaders have been plotting to arrest Jesus, but are afraid of an outcry from the 
people (Mark 12:12).  Judas provides a perfect opportunity for betrayal: late at night in an isolated garden, 
he leads a mob sent by the religious leaders to arrest Jesus as he prays.  NOW, in the middle of the night, 
the high priest, Caiaphas holds an emergency meeting at his home. 
 
And…Action!   They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law 
came together. 54Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. There he sat 
with the guards and warmed himself at the fire.   55The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were 
looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56Many 
testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.  57Then some stood up and gave this false 
testimony against him: 58"We heard him say, 'I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will 
build another, not made by man.' " 59Yet even then their testimony did not agree.  60Then the high priest 
stood up before them and asked Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these 
men are bringing against you?" 61But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. Again the high priest 
asked him, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?" 62"I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the 
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."  
63The high priest tore his clothes. "Why do we need any more witnesses?" he asked. 64"You have heard 
the blasphemy. What do you think?"   They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65Then some began to 
spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, "Prophesy!" And the guards took 
him and beat him.   
 
Rewind 
*Who is available to testify in the middle of the night?  (55-59) Why didn’t the testimonies agree? 
*Some false witnesses tried to testify about the day the religious leaders questioned Jesus’ authority to 
clean the temple.  John describes it:  When the Jews demanded of him, "what miraculous sign can you 
show us to prove your authority to do all this?" 19Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will 
raise it again in three days." 20The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you 
are going to raise it in three days?" 21But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the 
words that Jesus had spoken. (John 2:18-22)  *What did the disciples realize after the resurrection?  What 
did they do?  *Jesus didn’t respond to the false accusations (60-61), but when asked directly “Are you the 
Messiah/Anointed One” how did he answer? (62)  Part of his answer is a quote from Daniel.  Read the 
rest of the quote that the religious leaders surely knew:   In my vision at night I looked, and there before 
me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and 
was led into his presence.  He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and 
men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, 
and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed (Daniel 7:13-14).  *In the midst of betrayal and 
condemnation, Jesus is actually asserting his power and authority.  It is this assertion that provokes the 
high priest’s accusation of blasphemy.  What is blasphemy?  Is this blasphemy? *According to Daniel 
7:14, Christ has power, authority, and what else?  How will all people respond?  How do I respond? 
 
 
Respond Thank you, Lord, that you have all authority, glory and sovereign power.  I praise and worship 
you for who you are.  Help me to live my life as a child of the sovereign, glorious King. 
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Good Friday 
Abandoned for You     Mark 15:25-39 
 
 
The Scene  When the religious leaders began to plot Jesus’ death after He raised Lazarus from the dead, 
the high priest, Caiaphas,  said: “You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people 
than that the whole nation perish."  He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he 
prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also for the 
scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. (John 11:50-52)  NOW we see the 
fulfillment of that prophecy, one man dies for all. 
 
And…Action! It was the third hour when they crucified him. 26The written notice of the charge against 
him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS. 27They crucified two robbers with him, one on his right and one 
on his left..  29Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "So! You who 
are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30come down from the cross and save 
yourself!"  
     31In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. "He 
saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! 32Let this Christ,[this King of Israel, come down now 
from the cross, that we may see and believe." Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 
      33At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"—which means, "My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?" 
     35When some of those standing near heard this, they said, "Listen, he's calling Elijah."    
    36One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 
"Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to take him down," he said.    
     37With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.  
     38The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39And when the centurion, who stood 
there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, "Surely this man was the Son of God!" 
  
 
Rewind 
*What happened at about noon (the sixth hour, v. 33)?  What do those three hours of darkness mean?  
What is Jesus’ cry of abandonment? (34) 
 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  
(2 Cor. 5:21)  
He has died as a ransom to set them free. (Heb. 9:15) 
*What does his abandonment mean for me? 
 
Respond  You are the only one pure enough to be a spotless sacrifice.  Thank you for taking my sin and 
giving me your righteousness.  I worship you and love you with all my life. 
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Easter 
Resurrection Power     Mark 15:42-16:8 
 
 
The Scene  Death by crucifixion could take several hours or several days.  Jesus was dead in about six 
hours, which surprised Pilate.  NOW Sanhedrin member Joseph takes a big risk to do something about 
Jesus’ body before the start of Sabbath at dusk, and some female followers are in for a big surprise 
because they forgot Jesus’ frequent words about what he would do after he died. 
 
And…Action!  It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 
43Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of 
God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body. 44Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already 
dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 45When he learned from the 
centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 46So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the 
body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. 
    1When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices 
so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body. 2Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, 
they were on their way to the tomb 3and they asked each other, "Who will roll the stone away from the 
entrance of the tomb?"  4But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
been rolled away. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the 
right side, and they were alarmed.  6"Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, 
who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.' "  
8Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, 
because they were afraid. 
 
Rewind 
*What confirmations are there that Jesus was really dead?  (44, 45, 46, 47)  Do I believe he was really 
dead and really resurrected? 
* What risks did Joseph take? Consider the Passover feast and  Numbers 19:11, "Whoever touches the 
dead body of anyone will be unclean for seven days.”  
What two phrases describe Joseph (43)?  Which description most likely empowered him to take those 
risks?   
*Can I be described as “waiting for the kingdom of God”?  What risks might I need to take because of 
that? 
*Why did the women go to the tomb? (1)  What were they worried about?  (3)  What did they find in the 
tomb?  Note the verb tenses spoken by the angel: “You are looking for Jesus who ___ crucified; He ___ 
risen; He ___ not here; He ___ going to Galilee, you ___ see him there.”  Was this the first they have 
heard this news? (7) 
*The angel told them to tell the disciples and particularly Peter (7) Why? 
*What might keep me from thinking this good news is for me, too?  How do I answer Jesus’ question: "I 
am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:25, 26) 
 
Respond  Thank  you that you did not stay dead but conquered death to give me eternal life!  I believe it!  
You are the Son of God, the resurrection and the life.  All praise to you, the Risen Lord and Savior, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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