
 

IS DIS M INE  OR DINE?  BY STAN  KOOPMANS 
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“Is dis mine or dine?”  This is one of my personal expressions regarding stewardship. Keep 
reading--I will explain. 
  
A favorite book is Faith-Based Family Finances, authored by Ron Blue with Jeremy L. 
White.  The first chapter describes how Christians use the term “steward” and “stewardship” 
quite often.  (i.e. Door Creek Church’s Stewardship Board)   It continues by pointing out that 
the term stewardship is rarely used in the New International Version of the Bible, and that all 
of the uses are typically in the context of an employee/employer relationship or serving food/
drink. 
  
The chapter continues with a great biblical definition of stewardship: 

Throughout the Bible . . .the concept of stewardship is pervasive.  The  
recurring idea is that God owns it all and that we are managers for a  
temporary period.  All we have is from God’s hand.  He entrusts us with 
it.  Throughout this book [Faith-Based Family Finances] here’s our working  
definition of stewardship from a biblical perspective: 

  
Biblical stewardship: The use of God-given gifts an d resources 
(time, talent, treasure, truth, relationships) for the  
accomplishment of God-given goals and objectives.   

  
Let’s focus on the stewardship of “treasure,” which refers to possessions God has given 
us.  Most of us probably agree that everything is God’s, but we need so much more than just 
that knowledge.  In the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25:14-18, the servant that hid his 
talent in the ground acknowledged that it was the master’s talent.  However,  
because the servant did nothing with it, the master (God) called him wicked and lazy. 
  
So how can we use our possessions and especially our money for God’s goals and  
objectives?  In my opinion, one of the best illustrations is a short animated film entitled “The 
Pearl of Great Price” (part of the Good $ense curriculum by the Willow Creek Association).  It 
is a modern adaptation of The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl which are found 
in Matthew 13:44-46:  

44"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man 
found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and 
bought that field.   45"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking 
for fine pearls. 46When he found one of great value, he went away and sold 
everything he had and bought it. 

The story is set in the 1950s when a pearl trader stops in a small store which is owned by an 
elderly man.   The trader heard that the proprietor had an unbelievable pearl.   The trader 
could not believe the pearl that the owner brought out for him to see; it was flawless and the 
size of a golf ball.  The trader said he would give everything he had to buy it, and the owner 
told him that the pearl would cost him everything he had.  So the trader willingly signed over 
the ownership of his home, summer cottage, automobile, pearl inventory, stocks, bonds, 
pocket change, etc. to the proprietor. 
  
 Continued on Page 2 
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The trader was leaving the store thrilled with his purchase when the store owner called him back and proceeded to 
return all the items to him.  It concludes with the elderly gentleman telling the trader that he still owned everything, 
but the trader was free to use it as his own and in whatever way he thought best.  However, if the elderly man (God) 
wanted someone else to use or have those possessions, the trader must willingly and joyously comply because he 
no longer owned them. 
  
A few months after I first saw this video, my wife lent our new mini-van to some friends that were traveling out of 
state as an extended family for Christmas.  They wanted to travel in one vehicle, but couldn’t afford to rent a  
mini-van.  I was not too joyful that my wife lent them “ours”, but I was really convicted when I thought of the video. 
  
Back to “Is dis mine or dine?”  When I was in high school, I frequently heard an elderly farmer who worked with my 
Dad say in his Dutch accent, “Is dis mine or dine?”.  Translated, Is this mine or thine?  Whenever I am tempted to 
say or think something is “mine”, I remember that it is not mine, but Thine/God’s. 
  
Two common obstacles preventing us from being better stewards are a lack of contentment and neglecting to  
implement personal spending plans (aka budgets). 
  
How content are you?  Do you appreciate that you are one of the wealthiest people on earth?  That your standard of 
living is incredibly luxurious compared to multi-billions of other people?  Or do you compare yourself with others that 
have more “treasure” than you do, and by doing so lose contentment.  Another one of my personal  
expressions is “comparison kills contentment”.  My favorite Bible verse regarding this is Proverbs 30:8-9: 

8Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily 
bread.  9Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD?'  Or I may 
become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God. 

The second obstacle of neglecting to implement a personal spending plan is pervasive in our society.  For many 
people their personal finances control them, rather than they control their finances.  Developing a workable personal 
spending plan is the core of the Good $ense curriculum. 
  
I want to conclude this article by making an unabashed plug for Good $ense.  I believe that there is a false  
conception that the only people that should take the class are those that are nearing a financial crisis.  Rather, it is a 
great class on stewardship and the spiritual aspects of personal finance.   Look for the next class to be offered  
during Grow Week in March 2010. 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Continued from Page 1 

A two-week series 
beginning January 2/3 

Luke 19:11-27 and Luke 16:10-12 

When Jesus left he made it clear that he was coming 
back.  He also charged us with taking care of certain 
things until his return.  This idea of “stewardship” is 
often used to discuss money, but it goes well beyond 
just financial resources.  We’ll be examining our role 
as stewards and some common pitfalls to avoid.  As 
stewards our number one temptation is to lower the 
King’s flag and raise our own.  As we examine Luke 
19 and other gospel passages we’ll be asking the 
question, “Whose flag are You Flying?” 
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Couples, you are invited to a night of fun for 
you and your partner on Friday, January 22, 
7:00-9:00 pm  in the Activity Center at Door 
Creek Church.  Come watch or play the 
“Games” and enjoy the food.  This night will 
be a chance to settle the age old question: 

Which gender has the greatest strengths?  And how do 
you leverage these strengths to build a healthy  
marriage?  $10. per couple.  Register for this event. 

TWO GREAT  EVENTS FOR COUPLES   


���	��
�������
�����
at the Maillefer’s is Sunday, January 31, at 6:30 pm .  This is an informal and fun gathering of 
people who are new to Door Creek.  It is a great opportunity to meet other newcomers and 
Pastor Marc and Lori Maillefer.  You can RSVP online. 
 

Pastor Bob loves to laugh!    
That's why he is inviting you to join him in attending a one day  
marriage conference at Lake City Church.  Bob guarantees that no 
matter how great or difficult your marriage may seem, you'll find 
something to laugh about with pastor and author Mark Gungor's 
honest, hard-hitting and hilarious teaching style.  This "guy friendly" 
conference will give you hope, improve communication, help you 
understand each other's needs and maybe even re-kindle your  
romance!  What do you have to lose with just a few hours and a few 
bucks to improve your marriage?! 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find more information and register for the conference by going to their website at 
www.laughyourway.com.  Sorry, we will not be registering or selling tickets for this  
conference at Door Creek. 
 
 

Laugh Your Way to a Better Marriage  
One Day Marriage Conference 

Saturday January 30th 
Lake City Church 

4909 E. Buckeye Rd. 
Tickets $69 per couple/$35 for single 

Register at:  LaughYourWay 
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We are pleased to announce that Craig Gielow has ac cepted the position of Manager at our 
Boomerangs Resale Store effective January 1, 2010.  

 

My name is Craig Gielow, and I am very excited to be taking on the role of store 
manager at Boomerangs resale shop.  I have been actively volunteering there for 
most of the months the store has been open.  All my life, I have considered myself 
a bargain shopper and have loved searching out a good deal, so running such a 
store is a natural transition for me.   
 

I am anxious to utilize many of the skills that I have acquired in previous jobs, from 
management, to sales, to customer service, to team building, to volunteer  
recruitment.   
 

I look forward to meeting many more of you fellow Door Creekers as you donate 
your gently used items, spend your time volunteering, or just drop by to shop, or 
say hello.   

 
 

My wife, Jenny, and I have lived in Madison for over 5 1/2 years and have attended Door Creek for 
about 4 years.  Jenny has been actively involved with the Children's ministry and I have enjoyed  
serving in AWANA.  We have a 7 year old daughter, Ariel, and have been bringing foster children to 
Door Creek, as well, for the past 2 years.  Again, I am excited for this new opportunity with the church. 
 
 
We are also pleased to announce that Nancy Booth ha s accepted the position 
of part-time Assistant Manager effective January 1,  2010 
 
My name is Nancy Booth and I'm very excited to be part of the Boomerangs team 
as part-time assistant manager.   I've been part of Boomerangs since its inception 
and have loved seeing God's hand at work in the lives of people.  We get to serve 
such a variety of people in the store. I am always amazed at the generosity of 
people and their donations.  I look forward to getting to know the customers on a 
more regular basis now, sharing God's love with them through service and a smile.   
 
I have been a part of Door Creek Church/Buckeye for 30 years and have served in various roles in 
Children's Ministries and Women's Ministries.  I enjoyed leading Faith Lift for several years and am 
passionate about women finding and using their spiritual gifts and God's plan for their lives.  I look  
forward to supporting volunteers (men and women) at the store and finding their right areas to serve 
within their giftedness and what God has planned for them to share with others.   
 
My husband, Jim, and I have been married 35 years and have two grown children - Adam 29, who  
recently married and lives in Milwaukee and Elizabeth 23, who lives in Madison and also volunteers at 
the store.  Jim has been part of our late night work nights at the store as well so we make Boomerangs 
a family affair.   
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the store and becoming part of our ministry team.  
 
 
 

We hope you will make it a point to visit both Craig and Nancy soon at the store,  
and please feel free to bring a donation. 
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Good morning everyone, 
 
I'm reminded anew why we do what we do.  Spending a day up front is so rewarding.   
  
Examples: 
Young man Theo- young twenties: mentioned he moved to Madison from Milwaukee - I asked what brought him to 
Madison - unleashed a huge story of six years of pain of a bad reaction to antibiotics, nerve damage.  He was a 
former mechanical engineer.  Needless to say he needs God.  Wish we had a multisite nearby to send him to. 
  
Petite older women - started with finding an angel pin - shopped around the store, quite a while, wanted my  
opinion on a pink velour sweatsuit - had been ill, just started feeling better, so glad to be out and about,  will be 
back. 
  
Young family - moving into an apartment - bought couch, three end tables, microwave, assorted kitchen items, I 
gave them the TV behind the counter.  They were thrilled. 
  
Young mother and son - guessing they're from West Africa - French accent - got shoes for her son, put kitchen 
slicer on hold for Thursday (had been at laundry next door). 
  
Man came and bought the nested tables in front entry - first wanted to know if we'd sell them separately - took 
them apart - then decided he'd buy them together. 
  
Young Hispanic man - bought small kitchen items and a cut glass frame.  I made mention of its beauty and he said 
AH, yes. 
  
Another African American man - found a chess set - thought it was the best thing since sliced bread!! 
  
These are just a few examples of why we do what we do!!  
  
Love in Him, 
Nancy Booth 
  
 

Serving – It’s What We Do!  
Name:  Lisa Schuster 
Husband:  Michael Schuster 
Pets:  Golden Retriever Puppy, Sadie Mae 
Where do you live:  In the country on Highway BB 
Years at DCC:  7 years ago Christmas Eve 
Profession:  Curriculum and Professional Development at a Madison Elementary School 
What are your favorite foods:  Chili and Grilled Sharp Cheddar Cheese on Sourdough 
Hobbies:  Creating recipes, wild bird watching, UW Women’s Volleyball 
Faithfully Serving:  Boomerangs Triad (Boomerangs Backroom/Donations) &  
Connections Triad 
How did you get involved in serving:   I attended Door Creek for many years and was 
not feeling connected.  I decided that I really wanted to get to know more people at Door 
Creek and felt the need to be giving of my time and gifts. 
What do you like best about serving:  Serving the Madison community and being the church in the world. 
Why do you serve:  Boomerangs is an amazing place.  I continue to serve there because God is truly at work in 
that place.  Last year as we were preparing the store to open, we would often be making a list of things that we 
would need to buy for the store.  Within hours of making the verbal request the item that we needed would be 
found or donated.  It was amazing to see His hand at work; currently, the people that we serve and the stories of 
need and grace all around Boomerangs.  I serve in this ministry because I know God has led me to meet human 
needs in the name of Jesus Christ without discrimination. 
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The Dwelling Place is the name for our women's 
Bible studies.  One name with three study options 

to choose from.  Choose below the day and 
study for the Winter / Spring Session that 

works best for you.   May the Word of God dwell 
in you richly as you study and share with others. 

Scholarship funds are available for all studies. Contact the church office. All information is confidential. 

Galatians  - Faith in Christ means true freedom. The book of Galatians proclaims 
the reality of our liberty in Christ—freedom from the law and the power of sin, and freedom to serve our liv-
ing Lord. You are free in Christ—step into the light and celebrate!  This study (formerly Greenhouse & Faith-
lift) includes a large group teaching by a live speaker and a small group discussion time.  The focus is on 
studying God’s Word and growing in our relationship with God and each other. One hour of advanced 
preparation is  
recommended.  This study meets every other week at Door Creek Church. Cost is $12 . 
 
Choose: 
Galatians Mornings : every other Tuesday morning for seven studies (dates: Jan 19, Feb 2 & 16, Mar 2 & 
23, Apr 6 & 20) from 9 to 11 am in the Atrium.  Click here to register and pay using paypal .  If you do not 
want to pay online, please print and mail the registration form .  
                                                                                 OR 
Galatians Evenings : every other Thursday evening for seven studies (dates: Jan 21, Feb 4 & 18, Mar 4 & 
25, Apr 8 & 22) from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in Quads 1, 2, & 4.  Click here to register and pay using  
paypal .  If you do not want to pay online please print and mail the registration form . 

Breaking Free  - The Journey by Beth Moore leads you through a study of the Scriptures to discover the 
transforming power of Christian freedom. Scripture is used to help identify spiritual strongholds in your life, 
no matter how big or small, because anything that hinders us from the benefits of knowing God is  
bondage.  This study starts with small group discussions, followed by a DVD by Beth Moore. Advanced 
preparation is expected.  This study meets every week at Door Creek Church. Cost is $20.00. 
 
Breaking Free : every Tuesday morning for 13 weeks (dates: Jan 19 & 26, Feb 2, 9, 16, & 23, Mar 2, 9, 23, 
& 30 and Apr 6, 13, & 20) from 9 to 11 am in Quad 1.  Click here to register and pay using paypal   If you 
do not want to pay online please print and mail the registration form . 

Knowing God's Covenant  - This Precept study will show us the thread that runs from Genesis through 
Revelation as God enters into a binding agreement with His people and always keeps His promises.  
Trusting Him as a covenant partner frees us from the bondage of worry and anxiety. This study will  
transform the way you read Scriptures!  Each week starts with discussion, followed by a DVD by Kay Arthur. 
Advanced work is required (30 min.-1 hour) of homework daily the week before class.  This study meets 
every week at Door Creek Church. Cost is $30.00.  

Choose:  
Knowing God's Covenant Mornings : every Tuesday morning for 13 weeks (dates: Jan 19 & 26, Feb 2, 9, 
16, & 23, Mar 2, 9, 23, & 30 and Apr 6, 13, & 20) from 9 to 11 am in Room 103.  Click here to 
register and pay using paypal .  If you do not want to pay online please print and mail the registration 
form . 
                                                                                 OR 
Knowing God's Covenant Evenings : every Thursday evening for 13 weeks (dates: Jan 21 & 28, Feb 4, 
11, 18 & 25, Mar 4, 11 & 25 and Apr 1, 8, 15 & 22) from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the Leapfrog room.  Click here to 
register and pay using paypal .  If you do not want to pay online please print and mail the  
registration form . 
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Adults  
 

 

January 4—6:30 PM 
Vocal Workshop 
 

January 4, 11, 25—6:00 PM 
Unchained 
 

January 6, 20—8:30 AM 
Seasoned Senior’s Coffee Club 
 

January 7, 14, 21, 28—6:00 AM  
RECON 
 

January 7, 14, 21, 28—10:30 AM  
Worship Service at The Arbors 
 

January 12—7:00 PM 
MOPS Meeting 
 

January 13, 20, 27—6:30 PM 
GriefShare @ The Arbors 
 

January 15—6:30 PM 
CAC Dinner and a Movie 
 

January 19, 26—9:00 AM 
The Dwelling Place—Beth Moore and Precepts 
 

January 19 —9:00 AM 
The Dwelling Place—Galatians 
 

January 21—6:30 PM 
The Dwelling Place  - Galatians 
 

January 21, 28—6:30 PM 
The Dwelling Place  - Precepts 
 

January 22—7:00 PM 
Couples Espresso 
 

January 25—6:30 PM 
Together in Prayer 
 
 

 
 
 

FUSION 
January 7, 14, 21, 28—7:00 PM 
Fusion Meetings 
 

 

Students—Xtreme 
January 3, 17, 31—6:00 PM 
Xtreme Large Group 
 

January 8 through 10 
Districts in Green Bay 
 

January 10, 24—6:00 PM 
Xtreme Small Group 
 
 

 
Students—Rock 
January 5, 19, 26—7:00 PM 
Rock 
 

January 8 through 10 
Districts in Green Bay 
 

January 12—7:00 PM 
Rock Out 
 
 
 
 

Children 
January 6, 13, 20, 27—6:25 PM 
Awana Club 
 

January 8 through 9  
Awana Boys Sleepover 
 

January 16—9:00 AM 
KidJam Fun Day 
 

January 29 through 30 
Awana Girls Sleepover 
 
 
 

For a full list of upcoming events  go to the website:  www.doorcreekchurch.org. 

The One Year Bible is available for purchase at the  
Resource Desk for $7.00 each.  Reading Plans are 
also available at no cost. 

Please feel free to pass this news along to others in your ministry or small group who may not have received it.   
Contact the church office if you have questions about any of the items above. 

 

Door Creek Church * Changing lives to change the world * 
doorcreekchurch.org * 608-222-8586 * info@doorcreekchurch.org 


